cuss the question on both sides, considering the conditions favoring the immediate filling of root canals, and those contra-indicating it. In dealing with this problem, it is necessary that we be guided by correct surgical principles. Though the relation of a tooth to its surrounding tissues is unique, yet the disturbances due to inflammation and abscess must be treated accordingly to the same surgical principle as: hold in other parts of the body, I emphasize this point because many seem to work upon the teeth as if they were not vital, and as if they were not subject to the laws governing the rest of the body. The If one examines the anatomical relation of the dental canal and the tips of the teeth, the intervening space is bound to be very small. In trying to reach this intervening space, which is the usual seat of an abscess, we might very easily enter the dental canal and sever the dental nerve or artery. As the lower jaw, the mental nerve which supplies sensation to the chin leaves the dental canal just between the first and second lower bicuspids at a point often in-volved in abscess about these teeth. In using a trephine at this point there seems to me 
